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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1 233 33.4 10.3 50 66.7 38.3
A2 189 28.4 11.2 50 56.8 31
A3 131 31.2 10.9 50 62.3 21.5
A4 138 26.9 11.5 50 53.7 22.7
B1 159 32.1 9.8 50 64.1 26.1
B2 69 33.2 9.3 50 66.4 11.3
B3 67 32.2 8.9 50 64.4 11
B4 212 33.2 8 50 66.4 34.8
C1 6 33.3 4.5 50 66.7 1
C2 1 45 50 90 0.2
C3 5 29.4 12.2 50 58.8 0.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer questions from one section only, either Section A or Section B or Section C.

Section A: Studies in Buddhism 

2. (a) Examine who it is in Buddhism that achieves nirvana. [30]

(b) Assess the view that the attainment of enlightenment is an unusual event in Buddhism.
[20]
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Sticky Note
Good point. Arhat - relevant knowledge. Also noted that attainment is gendered. 

Sticky Note
Good opening paragraph - indicating awareness of diversity and naming the Buddha as one being who attains nirvana. 



Sticky Note
This is an outstanding paragraph which shows thoughtful engagement with philosophical aspects of Buddhism, and a very high level of critical engagement. The point is made with very effective (and accurate) reference to Buddhist scripture. This paragraph indicates an ability to work at levels higher than level 7. 

Sticky Note
spelling error here

Sticky Note
Secure knowledge clearly expressed. 



Sticky Note
Good account of the Bodhisattva, the Dalai Lama and the case of Tibetan Buddhism. 

Sticky Note
further scholarly reference

Sticky Note
accurate use of technical terminology above and beyond the requirements of the specification. 

Sticky Note
reference to a scholar, and demonstrating knowledge of the diversity of Buddhism. 



Sticky Note
well put

Sticky Note
This is a quality scholarly reference. Gombrich was the Boden Professor of Sanskrit at Oxford. Quoting scholars of this calibre is superior to quoting the usual A level text books. The quotation is unfortunately inaccurate however. 

Sticky Note
This answer deserves full marks. It goes far beyond the basic arhat/bodhisattva answer offered by the majority of candidates. It refers to scholars and quotes scriptures, and shows a level of philosophical analysis rarely seen at this level. 

Sticky Note
effective reference to scirptures

Sticky Note
another scholar, and further diversity.



Sticky Note
reasonable point - though expressed poorly. 

Sticky Note
accurate use of technical terminology

Sticky Note
excellent reference to sacred text

Sticky Note
good use of a scholarly source

Sticky Note
Again, high quality source chosen to reference - quotation not accurate, in fact probably quite wrong. 



Sticky Note
Very effective concluding comment.  This essay falls just short of level 7 because of the inaccuracy of some of the quotations and occasional lack of clarity in the argumentation. 

Sticky Note
accurate use of terminology (the spelling error is only apparent - it is a handwriting issue) 

Sticky Note
This is a good attempt at sophisticated reasoning, drawing on sacred texts. 
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Answer questions from one section only, either Section A or Section B or Section C.

Section A: Studies in Buddhism 

4. (a) Examine the lifestyle of members of the Friends of the Western Buddhist Order (FWBO/
Triratna). [30]

(b) ‘In trying to appeal to British people, Buddhism has adapted too much.’
Evaluate this view. [20]
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Sticky Note
A good explanation of the structure of Triratna - though more could be said about the process of becoming an order member and the role of the precepts. 

Sticky Note
A consideration of the implications of right livelihood - not just what they do but what they might choose NOT to do, for religious reasons. 

Sticky Note
An accurate list of key aspects of lifestyle. 

Sticky Note
Again - a key point, made early on. To improve on this the candidate could have explicitly signposted the fact that the rest of their essay functions as an explanation for what this means in practice. 

Sticky Note
A good opening paragraph which goes directly to the heart of the question - focusing on lifestyle in a contemporary western context - without an unnecessary narrative account of Sangharakshita's life. 



Sticky Note
Whilst 'relatively normal' could be questioned on several levels, this shows good awareness of context. 

Sticky Note
This account of dress includes some worthwhile analysis

Sticky Note
Central role of meditation in the lifestyle - good point. Could be expanded. 



Sticky Note
'Whole new yana' is a scholarly quote (Christmas Humphreys). Good to see it used. Better if it were attributed. 

Sticky Note
Chithurst refers to a monastery rather than to a 'form'. At Chithurst there is an attempt to practice the Thai forest tradition as closely as possible - not to 'adapt different aspects.' Knowledge not secure here. 

Sticky Note
This is an interesting point - awareness of the logical consequences of adaptation.

Sticky Note
Overall whilst this answer had many excellent features (and in particular a clear focus on the question), it was not a level 7 answer. No scholars were mentioned, and several points might have been expanded and explained more fully. However, the nature of the analysis of the relationship between Buddhism and western culture merited the level 6. This is, in breadth, a fairly full answer. 

Sticky Note
This paragraph about the role of Buddhist teachings in the life of a Triratna member shows personal reflection and awareness. 



Sticky Note
This is a good conclusion, going beyond a mechanistic GCSE level evaluation to defend a balanced point of view.This is not a level 7 answer however. Although a scholar is quoted, the quote is not attributed. Similarly with the scriptural quotation. There is evidence of some insecure knowledge (in amongst some secure knowledge). However, an evidenced argument which considers more than one point of view is offered with enough weight to put the answer into the bottom of level 6. 

Sticky Note
Well argued. 

Sticky Note
Good. Reference to scriptural source. (It would have shown the ability to link aspects of the programme of study if the candidate had located the quote (Lotus Sutra). 

Sticky Note
This is a reasonable point. It is not particularly well put, but the meaning is clear. 
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Section B: Studies in Hinduism 

4. (a) Examine the challenges faced by Hindu women. [30]

(b) ‘The treatment of women in Hinduism is unjustifiable, especially when Hindus worship the
feminine divine.’
Evaluate this contention. [20]
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Sticky Note
This is a good description of the paradoxical position of women. 

Sticky Note
A little unclear whether this material is being offered to evidence the claim that women are a financial burden. There may be better examples of this, and the BG example may have been better used elsewhere. 

Sticky Note
Good evidencing of claim. 

Sticky Note
Good introduction, going straight to the point. 



Sticky Note
Slightly simplistic reasoning - focusing on numbers of inidividual cases rather than population level trends. 

Sticky Note
Good - scriptural reference

Sticky Note
Relevant knowledge. 

Sticky Note
Good - religious context for lifestyle practices.

Sticky Note
Accurate use of technical terminology.

Sticky Note
A small point, but grammatical agreement would help the flow here. Hindu women = they / A Hindu woman = she. 



Sticky Note
Unclear what is meant here. Missed opportunity to talk about feminist reinterpretations of key scriptures, for example the Ramayana. 

Sticky Note
This paragraph effectively draws together knowledge from across the programme of study.

Sticky Note
Good knowledge shown in these two paragraphs. 

Sticky Note
This is a good attempt to differentiate cultural practices from religious beliefs although this may not be a realistic aim. Good reference to Gandhi (counts as a scholarly reference) and good to see Gandhi spelt correctly. 



Sticky Note
Poor spelling undermines the authority of the candidate's argument. It is important to remember that the accuracy of written English/Welsh is a factor in the level descriptors. 

Sticky Note
This claim would need to be evidenced, and unfortunately it is a difficult point to defend, given scriptural sources for the oppression of women. 

Sticky Note
Whilst the substance of the point is reasonable, the expression needs a lot of work. Candidates must learn to express their opinions in the register of academic argumentation. An explanation of why the candidate sees a problem here would have been much more powerful than the exclamation. 

Sticky Note
Good evidencing of claim.

Sticky Note
Secure and detailed knowledge, and reasonable and mature reflection. This is not a level 7 answer (secondary sources could have been referenced, some points slightly unclear, and some points could have been further developed. However, this fits the level 6 descriptor as 'a fairly full answer including key facts and ideas, presented with accuracy and relevance, along with evidence of clear understanding. Apt use is made of evidence and examples where appropriate. Knowledge and understanding of connections between elements of the course of study is demonstrated satisfactorily. 



Sticky Note
More explanation needed for this point to be made persuasively. Overall this answer achieves a Level 4 'The main point of the issue(s) is understood. An argument is presented, partially supported by reasoning and/or evidence. More than one view is mentioned (though not necessarily in a balanced way), with limited analysis or comment.  Form and style of writing are suitable in some respects. Some of the material is organised clearly and coherently. A little accurate use is made of specialist vocabulary. Satisfactory legibility and accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.' Some of the language level is below level 4, but the analysis takes the mark up to within the level 4 band. 

Sticky Note
Here the candidate appears to be grappling (though ultimately unsuccessfully) with paradox.
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Q.2 (a) Examine who it is in Buddhism that achieves Nirvana. [A01 30] 
 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 
relevant points will be credited 


 
  Nirvana is ‘blowing out’ of the three fires of greed, hatred and ignorance; 


freedom from suffering and rebirth and the endless wheel of samsara; a state 
of perfect non-attachment associated with Enlightenment. The ‘Other Shore.’ 
The Buddha is said to have achieved it. In the Theravada tradition, arhats or 
the ‘worthy ones’ are considered to have attained it. In Mahayana, 
bodhisattvas postpone their entry into Nirvana for the sake of suffering 
beings. In some forms of Mahayana Buddhism Nirvana is available in the 
here and now and is implied in samsara. Thus all beings have the Buddha 
nature and are originally enlightened. Certain figures, for example the Dalai 
Lama are considered to have attained enlightenment and thus to experience 
Nirvana. 


 
 (b) ‘The attainment of enlightenment is an unusual event in Buddhism’. 


Assess the view [A02 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited 
 
  In Favour of the statement candidates may argue: 


 That only monks may attain Nirvana. The lifestyle of the monks enables 
the detachment from the material world and relationships required to 
attain enlightenment and the monastery provides the right environment, 
with each individual dedicated towards the same goal. Particularly in 
Theravada Buddhist tradition those who are considered to be enlightened 
are / were usually monks. Being able to spend ones lifetime in a 
monastery is a great blessing only afforded to the few. 


 
  Against the statement the candidates may argue: 


 That in Mahayana Buddhism there is the notion of ekayano, one path for 
all. 


 In some forms of the Mahayana Buddhism there are no monks / nuns, 
indicating that the monastic path is not a superior one and enlightenment 
can be attained by anyone. 


 In Mahayana Buddhism the notion of the mutual identity of Samsara and 
Nirvana means that everyone has an equal chance of attaining 
enlightenment. 


 Zen Buddhism argues that anyone can have a short experience of 
Nirvana. 


 Pure Land Buddhism argues that all will attain Nirvana at death. 








 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


74 


 
Q.4 (a) Examine the lifestyle of members of the Friends of the Western 


Buddhist Order (FWBO / Triratna)  [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited 
 
  Expect candidates to explain the significance of lifestyle being secondary to 


commitment, and what that means. They should explain order membership 
and mitra status, and the role of the mitra for the individual. They will mention 
single-sex communities, the role of meditation in daily life and the role of the 
Buddhist Centre in the lifestyles of members. They will explore the principles 
of right livelihood, and how that is understood to translate into the lives of 
order members and the organisation as a whole. 


 
 (b) ‘In trying to appeal to British people, Buddhism has adapted too much’. 
  Evaluate this view. [A02 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited 
 
  In Favour of the statement the candidates may argue: 


 Buddhism has changed to ‘fit in with’ rather than to challenge western 
capitalist consumerism. 


 It is possible to practice Buddhism without lifestyle changes or serious 
commitment. 


 Presenting Buddhism through the medium of English / Welsh means that 
the nuances of the original language are lost. 


 
  Against the statement candidates may argue: 


 Buddhism has always changed to adapt to cultures. (Skilful means / no 
creeds central authority) 


 Buddhism has to make sense and be practical for those who wish to 
follow it. 


 Many British Buddhists have a strong and life-changing commitment. 


 Many organisations (e.g. the English Sangha Trust) preserve traditions as 
far as possible in the forms found in Buddhist countries. 
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Q.4 (a) Examine the challenges faced by Hindu women. [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited 
 
  Candidates should explain that women are expected to oversee the worship 


in the home. They have a religious duty to have a family, preferably sons. 
They are required to support their husbands in the performance of his 
Varnadharma (this is their Dharma - Stridharma), thus assisting him in 
providing hospitality, caring for ageing parents, supporting charitable work. 
They are required to bring up the children to understand their Dharma and 
religious duties. If they are widowed or divorced, they have no religious duties 
and become inauspicious. Many practices such as Sati, female foeticide, 
ritual purity issues, the status of widows and childless women, the emphasis 
on male Dharma and the idea that male children are a blessing, female 
children area a burden and so on, suggest that women are not valued as 
strongly as men. 


 
  Candidates should note that many Hindu movements are progressive. 
 
 (b) ‘The treatment of women in Hinduism is unjustifiable, especially when 


Hindus worship the feminine divine’. 
  Evaluate this contention. [A02 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other 


relevant points will be credited 
 
  In Favour of the statement candidates may argue that: 


 A women’s Dharma is still defined by her marital status. Without a 
husband she is inauspicious. Male children are a blessing and female 
children a burden, economically and religiously. Practices such as female 
infanticide and Sati could be taken as evidence that Hindu women are 
discriminated against and this is unacceptable. 


 It makes no sense to discriminate against women when the divine is seen 
as female. 


 
  Against the statement candidates may argue: 


 That practices such as Sati and female infanticide are now illegal, and 
they were never terribly widespread. 


 The Indian Women’s movement is growing, India; as an emerging super-
economy interfaces with the west much more than it did, leading to 
western social reform. 


 Scriptures are being read in new ways that favour women. 


 Women have a very high status in the home and in the worship in the 
home. 


 Whilst the feminine is worshipped, she is also presented as passive (Sita, 
Radha), so treatment of women does mirror that in the stories about the 
gods. 
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